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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

A regular meeting of the LeRoy City Council was held Monday, January 5, 2009, at 7:00 PM at the LeRoy Community Center with the following members present: Mayor Kathy Farlinger, Councilmembers Linda Sanders, Carol Elliott, Georgena Bird, Harold Shipman, Maintenance Supervisor Dave Streit, and City Clerk Patty White.  Others in attendance included Eileen Evans, Jan Whisler, Rick Dohlman, Dianna Nicolai, Sheriff Terese Amazi, Deputy Ryan Norton, and Deputy Tim Donovan.  Farlinger called the meeting to order.


White administered the oath of office to Mayor Kathy Farlinger and Councilmembers Georgena Bird and Harold Shipman.


Motion by Sanders, second by Elliott to approve Resolution 2009-01, a Resolution of Thanks to Ed Koppen for his years of service to the City of LeRoy.  Motion carried 5-0.


Farlinger reviewed the standing committees.  Appointments to standing committees for the new year were made as follows:


Carol Elliott-water and sewer, safety inspection, public buildings

Linda Sanders-acting mayor, LeRoy Area Ambulance board member, EDA


Georgena Bird-parks and recreation, library board, swimming pool board representative


Harold Shipman-streets and alleys, cemetery, EDA


Kathy Farlinger-legal affairs, police department

Motion by Bird, second by Shipman to approve the appointments of the standing committees.  Motion carried 5-0.


Appointments to appointed committees for the new year were made as follows:


Reps on LeRoy Fire Relief Association Board-Mayor Farlinger, Clerk White


City Attorney-Jeff Kritzer of Baudler, Baudler, Maus & Blahnik


City Auditor-Smith*Schafer and Associates, LTD


Official City Newspaper-LeRoy Independent


Official Depositories-First National Bank, LeRoy; First State Bank Minnesota, LeRoy


City Engineer-Jones, Haugh & Smith


LeRoy Tree Board-Charlie Anderson, Bruce Orke, Mike Harrington, Clerk White


Library Board-Councilmember Bird, Eileen Evans, Gladys Kasel, Barb Payne, Georgia Eastvold, Carey Johnson, Carrol Cartney, Pat Utz


Fire Department Personnel Committee-Rick Dohlman, Don Theobald, Mayor Farlinger, Councilmember Carol Elliott, Clerk White, ex-officio
Motion by Bird, second by Shipman to accept the appointments to the appointed committees.  Motion carried 5-0.


Motion by Elliott, second by Bird to accept the resignation, with regret, of Pat Newman from the EDA board.  Motion carried 5-0.  Farlinger commented she had received a letter of interest for an opening on the EDA board from Brandon Vreeman, and Jan Whisler had contacted White expressing his continued interest in the EDA board and asked that his letter of interest be reviewed again.  Motion by Sanders to appoint Brandon Vreeman to the unexpired term of Harold Shipman, expiring on 12/31/09, and to appoint Jan Whisler to the unexpired term of Pat Newman, expiring on 12/31/11.  Second by Shipman.  Motion carried 5-0.


White noted the city computer is down; the computer tower is at the repair shop at the present time.  Due to this, council did not have current bills or past due water/sewer bills to review.  White gave a verbal clerk’s report.  Time has been spent on computer issues, cleaning of file drawers, year-end functions.  Streit gave a verbal maintenance department report.  Time has been spent on snow removal and sanding, water meters were read for the fourth quarter, broken water main repair.  Motion by Shipman, second by Bird to approve the minutes of the December 1, 2008, regular meeting and the minutes of the December 8, 2008, special meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.


White updated council on the lodging tax ordinance that had been passed in 2008.  At that time, council did not specify where these lodging tax dollars should be deposited.  Council consensus to have these funds deposited in the EDA Promotion Group Fund.

Council briefly discussed the 2009 budget.  Farlinger would like to hold a work session sometime in January to review the budget and look for areas where possible budget cuts can be made.  Council decided to hold the work session on Monday, January 26, 2009.


There were no building/zoning permits for review.


The communications file was reviewed.  Items included a booklet from the city engineer showcasing their various engineering projects.


Rick Dohlman presented the slate of officers for 2009 for the LeRoy Volunteer Fire Department.  The officers include Fire Chief-Rick Dohlman; Captain-Don Theobald; Lieutenant-Dan Feather; Fire Marshall/Emergency Management Director-Dave Streit; Training Officer-Tim Freerksen.  Motion by Sanders, second by Elliott to accept the slate of officers for the LeRoy Fire Department for 2009.


Sheriff Terese Amazi introduced Deputy Ryan Norton and Deputy Tim Donovan.  It was reported that Deputy Norton will become the assigned deputy for LeRoy within the next few weeks.  Council welcomed Deputy Norton to LeRoy.  Sheriff Amazi presented a proposed contract for law enforcement for the next five years.  The contract includes a 3% increase for each year of the contract.  It was also noted the county has been providing the squad car for the LeRoy deputy for the past four years or so.  The 2009 contract will not have an increase for the squad car expenses, but the succeeding years will have vehicle costs included.  Sheriff Amazi noted the vehicle costs can be paid over a two- or three-year period.  The full cost of the vehicle, $5340 per year, would be included in the 2013 contract.  It was noted that LeRoy receives 5 ½ to 6 hours per day of police coverage, seven days per week.  Motion by Elliott, second by Sanders to approve the police contract.  Motion carried 5-0.


It was noted the employee wage and benefit package will be reviewed at the council work session and will be discussed further at the February council meeting.

Motion by Shipman, second by Bird to approve the 2009 licenses as presented by White.   Motion carried 5-0.


Jim Gronwoldt, proprietor of Travel Lanes & Supper Club met with council about Sunday liquor sales hours.  Mr. Gronwoldt has talked to Lu at Sweet’s Hotel.  They both would like to see an earlier start time for Sunday liquor sales.  Current ordinance allows Sunday sales to begin at 12:00 noon; the two proprietors’ would like to see the 12:00 noon beginning time backed up to 10:00 AM.  The 10:00 AM start time is allowed by state statute with council approval.  Mr. Gronwoldt noted he has some customers and bowling patrons that arrive at his establishment prior to 12:00 noon and would like an alcoholic drink.  Shipman and Bird commented they have no problem with the earlier start time.  Sanders does not see the need to sell prior to noontime.  Elliott could not see a problem with the earlier start time, but she does see Sanders side of this.  The council felt they need to do what they can to support the local businesses.  Motion by Elliott, second by Bird to pass Resolution 2009-02, a Resolution approving the sale of alcoholic beverages beginning at 10:00 AM on Sunday to coincide with State Statute 340A.504.  Motion carried 5-0.


Streit reported the need for some repairs to the snow plow blade.  The cost of the materials is $600 with approximately $400 in labor.  He also noted the dump truck had a DOT inspection done.  There are some repairs that need to be made to the truck to make it DOT compliant.  These repairs would cost approximately $1000.  Council consensus to proceed with the repairs to the snow plow blade and the dump truck repairs.


Jan Whisler noted the speed of vehicles north of the bridge by the school on Mower County 14.  He would like to see more patrol time spent in this area.  It was noted that vehicles are speeding on their way out of town and also on their way back into town.  Farlinger will relay this information to the Sheriff for her follow-through.


Being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Bird, second by Sanders to adjourn at 8:02 PM.







___________________________________________







  Kathy Farlinger, Mayor

Attest:

__________________________________________

  Patty A. White, City Clerk

